Molecular diagnostics of infectious diseases: state of the technology.
In this review, the basic technologies and procedures currently used in clinical laboratories performing molecular diagnostics are described. Special emphasis on specimen processing has been made since it is one of the most challenging steps involved in molecular testing. Representative examples are given for each type of technology, especially tests that are currently available in the market. The types of hybridization-based and amplification-based procedures are detailed. Finally, current problems and future developments are discussed.